


Whether you’re visiting family or taking a holiday vacation, you’ll need to 
travel smart to brave the holiday frenzy. 

99 Leave early and map out alternative routes to dodge heavy 
traffic.

99 Book flights and hotels in advance to snatch the best travel deals. 
99 Check the weather of your destination, and pack appropriately.
99 Opt for flights that depart early in the morning or late at night 

to avoid the holiday crowds. An early morning departure also 
provides you with alternative flights during the day if yours is 
cancelled.

99 Travel light and avoid checking luggage if you can. This expedites 
your airport time and ensures your luggage doesn’t get lost.

99 Don’t carry wrapped gifts in your carry-on luggage as they may 
be inspected. Leave them unwrapped, or else you may have to 
check them in.

99 Affix address tags on your luggage – just in case!
99 Make sure all of your electronics, especially your phones, are fully 

charged before you leave. You may run into delays and want to fill 
in your family members.

99 Bring snacks to ease waiting times.

Have a safe trip!

Your December 
Maintenance Tip
Use these tips to improve your curb 
appeal:
1.	 Use a power washer to clean the 

siding, clear out the cobwebs 
on the ceiling of your porch, 
wash fences and push the dirt 
off the driveway. 

2.	 Thoroughly clean ponds, water 
fountains or birdbaths by 
removing leaves, debris and 
algae. 

3.	 Ensure your lawn sprinklers and 
any misters are in working order. 
If sprinklers and emitter heads 
are malfunctioning, have the 
system professionally repaired.

4.	 Freshen up your mulch. Use 
contrasting colors to make your 
landscaping pop: light mulch, 
dark plants or dark mulch, light 
plants.

5.	 When trees and shrubs get 
out of control, trim them into 
squares or spheres. You can do 
this easily with electronic hedge 
clippers. 

6.	 A new welcome mat will 
personalize your front porch 
and make it more inviting.

7.	 Don’t forget the backyard, 
especially if it can be viewed 
from the street.

A day tidying up your property will 
make a huge difference in bringing 
buyers through the front door and, 
hopefully, to the bidding table.
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